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LETTER TO EDITOR 

Continuous cover forestry 

Sir, – Your article about the adoption of continuous cover forestry (CCF) across 30 per 
cent of the Coillte forest estate (“Building resilience in nature with forest restoration,” 
Science & Climate, Sept. 4th) marks a landmark moment for sustainable forestry in 
Ireland. The emphasis on biodiversity conservation and the move away from even-
aged forestry is to be celebrated. 

However, two points were omitted from the article. First, it is important to note that CCF 
promotes biodiversity conservation but also supports the growing bioeconomy in 
Ireland. Gifford Pinchot, first chief forester of the US Forest Service, stated that his goal 
for forestry was “to harvest timber and preserve the forest, at one and the same time”.  

This sounds paradoxical, but in fact CCF results from over a century of scientific 
experimentation in central Europe and North America, where careful thinning of the 
forest maintains ecosystem attributes but also produces value-added timber. We now 
know that active management of woodlands using CCF principles brings stability, 
structure and diversity that enhances biodiversity. 

Second, credit for the emergence of CCF in Ireland must go to the pioneering foresters 
and private woodland owners who founded Pro Silva Ireland in 2000. This volunteer 
group has spent years gaining practical experience and undertaking applied research to 
prove that CCF can work in Irish conditions. 

What might seem to be a “revolution” for Irish forestry has been more an “evolution” of 
understanding. Forests take time to grow and reveal their secrets. Several private 
woodlands made the switch to CCF in the 1990s, especially in Co Wicklow. The family-
owned Cloragh Forest is widely regarded as one of the most important examples of CCF 
management in the oceanic region of Europe. 

Coillte’s new approach to woodland management is indeed a breakthrough moment in 
Ireland. However, let’s also acknowledge the tremendous achievement of dedicated 
foresters and woodland owners who blazed the trail and set Ireland’s woodland culture 
on this new, “greener” and more resilient path. – Yours, etc, 
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